320
SHWEBO DISTRICT
that about three -centuries ago the country here was waste, and that a number of enterprising hunters from the west of the low range of hills which now separates Shwebo from the Upper Chindwin District, finding the basin of the Mu more promising for cultivation than their own land in the neighbourhood of the Chindwin, moved over and established themselves in what afterwards became the Indaing and Kyunhla shwehmu-&$$$ and the Inhla, Mawke, and Mawton myos. The descendants of these settlers were known as tawyathas^ 'jungle-owners' or 'natives,' and they alone acquired absolute ownership of land. Strangers who came afterwards to settle in this area are said to have been able to work land only with the permission of the native who owned it, and when they moved out of one jurisdiction into another they forfeited all claim to their fields. As a general rule, a native who moved elsewhere retained absolute ownership of his holdings, even after severing his connexion with the locality; but in the northern areas of Indauktha, Seywa, and Mettaung he lost his proprietary right when he moved out of his myo. These peculiar tenures have now been swept away; the land in the three northern myos having been made state land en bloc^ that in the southern areas being treated partly as bobabaing and partly as state. The survey of the District was completed in 1895; in 3,090 square miles out of a total area of 5,634. Settlement operations were commenced at the end of 1900, and are still in progress. The average area of a holding is from 15 to 20 acres. The revenue history of Shwebo presents no marked features, except the continual reductions in the thathameda rates of assessment, and the frequent remissions of revenue rendered necessary by the precarious nature of the rainfall. At present only state land is assessed to revenue, the rate being one-third of the produce in the Tantabin and Yatha circles of the Kanbalu township, one-sixth of the produce in the Kyunhla township, Rs, 2 an acre in the Ye-u subdivision, and one-fourth of the produce in the rest of the District. Water rate is taken from lands which receive water from a Government irrigation work at from R, i to Rs, 2-8 per acre, according to the fertility of the land irrigated.
The following table exhibits the fluctuations in the revenue since 1890-1, in thousands of rupees. Thathameda is at present the main source of revenue. It rose from Rs. 4,64,000 in 1891 to Rs. 6,11,000 in 1901, but fell to Rs. 5,17,000 in 1903-4.
	1890-1.	1900-1.	1903-4.
Land revenue Total revenue	5 5,28	1,22 7,83	33 5,7i
The income of the District fund, which provides for various local